
2013 Graduating Senior Survey Report
 

Last updated: December 3, 2014
Prepared by Institutional Research and Decision Support

Response rate: 374 started but may not have completed the survey and 294 completed the
survey.  Because students could skip questions, response rates varied by question.

Gender: 58% (n = 217) of survey respondents were female and  41% (n = 155) were male.
Gender was unknown for .5% (n = 2) respondents.

Race/Ethnicity: The majority of the respondents identified as Hispanic (33%), Asian (33%), or
White (23%). The remaining respondents identified as African American (4%), Unknown (4%),
International (1%), American Indian (1%), Pacific Islander (1%), or Multi-racial (1%).

Many of the items in this survey were included for the purposes of program review for specific
major and minor programs and so are not included in this general report.

The number of respondents within each school, major, and minor are shown in the tables on
pages 1-2. Note that respondents with multiple majors are included in multiple counts
such that the numbers in each table (pp. 1-2 only) may sum to a number larger than the
total response rate.
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92

222

31

8

353

Answer Frequency

Very connected

Connected

Disconnected

Very disconnected

Total

Today, how connected or disconnected do you feel to UC Merced?
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1 The individual study spaces in the library supported my
academic progress. 321

2 The collaborative study spaces in the library supported my
academic progress. 334

3 The information resources provided by the library supported
my academic progress. 323

4 When I asked for help at a library service desk, I received
satisfactory assistance from library staff. 318

5 When I asked for help finding information for my papers and
projects, I received satisfactory assistance from library staff. 253

6 The library research instruction I received helped me find
suitable information resources for my papers and projects. 292

# Question Strongly
Agree Agree Disagree Strongly

Disagree
Total

Responses

75 175 50 21

124 174 25 11

107 179 33 4

143 160 11 4

96 137 18 2

104 164 23 1

Please select your level of agreement or disagreement with the following statements about UC Merced's Library.
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure.
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45

88

103

53

57

346

Answer Frequency

None

1 class

2 classes

3 classes

4 or more classes

Total

In how many classes did you receive library research instruction from library staff during your time at UC Merced?
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118

227

345

Answer Frequency

Yes

No

Total

Did you conduct research with a faculty member as an undergraduate at UC Merced?
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Please complete the following information about your undergraduate research efforts (if you participated in more
than one research effort, please consider the one you spent the most time on when completing this question).
Notes: Only students who said they conducted research with a faculty member could answer this question.
Responses that were 3 standard deviations from the mean or more were considered outliers and removed from
analyses (n = 104 responses for each table).
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Please complete the following information about your undergraduate research efforts (if you participated in more
than one research effort, please consider the one you spent the most time on when completing this question).
Note: Only students who said they conducted research with a faculty member could answer this question.
Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for responses given by more than one student (n = 106 responses).
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47

61

108

Answer Frequency

Yes

No

Total

Did you present results from your research outside the classroom at UC Merced or elsewhere? (e.g. at UC Merced
Research Week, in publications, at conferences)
Note: Only students who said they conducted research with a faculty member could answer this question.
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1 6

2 0

3 1

4 1

5 2

6 32

42

# Answer Frequency

Center of Excellence on Health Disparities

UC LEADS - Leadership Excellence through Advanced Degrees

CAMP - CA Alliance for Minority Participation in Science, Engineering and Mathematics McNair
Scholars

UC AGEP - Alliance for Graduate Education and the Professoriate

Undergraduate Research and Mentoring Program in Computational Biology

Other (please specify)

Total

In which of the following formal undergraduate research / graduate preparation programs did you participate at UC
Merced? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure. Open-ended Other responses are summarized on the next page.
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In which of the following formal undergraduate research / graduate preparation programs did you participate at UC
Merced? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: Open-ended Other responses are summarized below. Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for
responses given by more than one student (n = 28 responses).
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43

17

278

338

Answer Frequency

Yes, I had 1 internship.

Yes, I had 2 or more internships.

No

Total

Did you have an internship (paid or unpaid) while studying at UC Merced? (Do not count research conducted with
a faculty member at UC Merced.)
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure.
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Please complete the following information about your first/second internship: Name of Employer
Note: Only students who said they had an internship could answer this question. Information about first and
second internships was combined into a single list. Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for responses
given by more than one student (n = 72 responses).
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102

27

13

194

336

Answer Frequency

Yes, I had 1 on-campus job.

Yes, I had 2 on-campus jobs.

Yes, I had 3 or more on-campus jobs.

No

Total

Did you ever have an on-campus job while studying at UC Merced?
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure.
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1 3 2%
2 10 7%
3 1 1%
4 2 1%
5 0 0%
6 0 0%
7 0 0%
8 0 0%
9 2 1%
10 21 15%
11 4 3%
12 3 2%
13 0 0%
14 2 1%
15 0 0%
16 1 1%
17 1 1%
18 1 1%
19 1 1%
20 15 11%
21 0 0%
22 2 1%
23 7 5%
24 1 1%
25 0 0%
26 0 0%
27 5 4%
28 8 6%
29 1 1%
30 3 2%
31 8 6%
32 9 6%
33 1 1%
34 0 0%

35 13 9%

36 4 3%
37 1 1%
38 2 1%
39 9 6%

141 100%

# Answer Bar Frequency %

Administration
Admissions
Business & Financial Services
Campus Bookstore
Career Services
Chancellor's Office
Communications
Contracts & Grants
Development & Alumni Relations
Dining / Catering
Disability Services
ECEC (Early Childhood Education Center)
EH&S (Environmental Health and Safety)
Facilities
Fiat Lux program
Financial Aid
Government Relations
Graduate Division
Health Promotion
Housing & Residence Life
International Programs
IT
Library
OSL (Office of Student Life)
Payroll
Physical Planning
Police Department
Recreation & Athletics
Registrar
School of Engineering
School of Natural Sciences
School of Social Science, Humanities & Arts
SNRI (Sierra Nevada Research Institute)
Sponsored Projects
Student Advising and Learning (now Bright
Success Center)
Student Affairs - Vice Chancellor
Students First Center
TAPS (Transportation & Parking Services)
Other
Total

1st Job: For which UC Merced unit did you work?
Note: Only students who had an on-campus job could answer this question.
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1 0 0%
2 2 5%
3 0 0%
4 0 0%
5 0 0%
6 1 3%
7 0 0%
8 0 0%
9 2 5%
10 2 5%
11 1 3%
12 0 0%
13 0 0%
14 1 3%
15 0 0%
16 0 0%
17 0 0%
18 1 3%
19 3 8%
20 7 18%
21 1 3%
22 1 3%
23 1 3%
24 2 5%
25 0 0%
26 0 0%
27 0 0%
28 3 8%
29 0 0%
30 0 0%
31 3 8%
32 1 3%
33 0 0%
34 0 0%

35 3 8%

36 1 3%
37 0 0%
38 0 0%
39 3 8%

39 100%

# Answer Bar Frequency %

Administration
Admissions
Business & Financial Services
Campus Bookstore
Career Services
Chancellor's Office
Communications
Contracts & Grants
Development & Alumni Relations
Dining / Catering
Disability Services
ECEC (Early Childhood Education Center)
EH&S (Environmental Health and Safety)
Facilities
Fiat Lux program
Financial Aid
Government Relations
Graduate Division
Health Promotion
Housing & Residence Life
International Programs
IT
Library
OSL (Office of Student Life)
Payroll
Physical Planning
Police Department
Recreation & Athletics
Registrar
School of Engineering
School of Natural Sciences
School of Social Science, Humanities & Arts
SNRI (Sierra Nevada Research Institute)
Sponsored Projects
Student Advising and Learning (now Bright
Success Center)
Student Affairs - Vice Chancellor
Students First Center
TAPS (Transportation & Parking Services)
Other
Total

2nd Job: For which UC Merced unit did you work?
Note: Only students who had two on-campus jobs could answer this question.
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1 0 0%
2 0 0%
3 0 0%
4 0 0%
5 0 0%
6 0 0%
7 0 0%
8 0 0%
9 0 0%
10 0 0%
11 0 0%
12 0 0%
13 0 0%
14 0 0%
15 0 0%
16 0 0%
17 0 0%
18 0 0%
19 0 0%
20 1 8%
21 0 0%
22 0 0%
23 0 0%
24 0 0%
25 0 0%
26 1 8%
27 1 8%
28 0 0%
29 0 0%
30 0 0%
31 2 17%
32 1 8%
33 0 0%
34 0 0%

35 3 25%

36 0 0%
37 0 0%

38 0 0%

39 3 25%

12 100%

# Answer Bar Frequency %

Administration
Admissions
Business & Financial Services
Campus Bookstore
Career Services
Chancellor's Office
Communications
Contracts & Grants
Development & Alumni Relations
Dining / Catering
Disability Services
ECEC (Early Childhood Education Center)
EH&S (Environmental Health and Safety)
Facilities
Fiat Lux program
Financial Aid
Government Relations
Graduate Division
Health Promotion
Housing & Residence Life
International Programs
IT
Library
OSL (Office of Student Life)
Payroll
Physical Planning
Police Department
Recreation & Athletics
Registrar
School of Engineering
School of Natural Sciences
School of Social Science, Humanities & Arts
SNRI (Sierra Nevada Research Institute)
Sponsored Projects
Student Advising and Learning (now Bright
Success Center)
Student Affairs - Vice Chancellor
Students First Center

TAPS (Transportation & Parking Services)

Other

Total

3rd Job: For which UC Merced unit did you work?
Note: Only students who had three on-campus jobs could answer this question.

17



53

121

166

172

36

161

128

39

21

51

148

9

1105

Answer Frequency

Assessments / career tests

Career counseling / coaching

Career fairs / events

Career Services website

Graduate school assistance

Job announcements - CATLink or CatPAWS job listings

Job / internship search

On-campus interview

Practice interview

Presentation / workshop by Career Services staff

Resume / cover letter assistance

Other (please specify)

Total

Which of the following career services did you use? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure. Open-ended Other responses are summarized on the next page.
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Which of the following career services did you use? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: Open-ended Other responses are summarized below (n = 7 responses).
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65

44

32

109

227

84

561

Answer Frequency

Intramural sports

Sports clubs

Outdoor Experience Program (outdoor trips)

Fitness classes

Free recreation (general use of the Gallo Recreation Center)

None

Total

In which Recreation and Athletics programs did you participate at any time during your undergraduate studies at
UC Merced? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure.
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12

41

49

17

6

125

Answer Frequency

I was not aware of these programs.

I was not interested in these programs.

I did not have enough time.

I did not have enough money.

Other (please specify)

Total

Why did you choose not to participate in any Recreation and Athletics programs? (please select all that apply)
Notes: Only students who did not participate could answer this question. To improve readability, some question
text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the table below the figure. Open-ended Other
responses are summarized on the next page.
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Why did you choose not to participate in any Recreation and Athletics programs? (please select all that apply)
Notes: Only students who did not participate could answer this question. Open-ended Other responses are
summarized below (n = 5 responses).
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What recreation and/or athletic programs would you have participated in had they been offered?
Note: Open-ended responses are summarized below. Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for responses
given by more than one student (n = 167 respondents; however, some students listed more than one response
such that there were more total responses than respondents).
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9

320

329

Answer Frequency

Yes

No

Total

Did you participate in any NAIA athletic teams at UC Merced?
 

Note: There were no respondents for the question that asked students who said Yes to indicate which NAIA
athletic teams they were a part of, so this question is not reported.
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32 10%

18 5%

3 1%

10 3%

15 5%

12 4%

7 2%

43 13%

47 14%

28 8%

56 17%

0 0%

181 54%

81 24%

9 3%

49 15%

591 100%

Answer Bar Frequency %

I am continuing employment in my current job.

I have accepted full-time employment at a new
employer.

I have accepted part-time employment at a new
employer.

I have accepted an internship.

I am reviewing a job offer.

I have started my own business.

I have accepted public service employment
(military, Peace Corps, Teach for America, etc.).

I have been accepted into graduate or
professional school.

I have applied to graduate or professional
school, but have not yet been accepted.

I am continuing my education, but not in
graduate school (e.g. second bachelor's, EMT,
etc.).

I will take time off before finding a job.

I am an international student and will return to
my home country.

I am searching for full-time employment.

I am searching for part-time employment.

I have no plans for work.

Other (please specify)

Total

What are your current post-graduation plans? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: Open-ended Other responses are summarized on the next page.
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What are your current post-graduation plans? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: Open-ended Other responses are summarized below. Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for
responses given by more than one student (n = 48 responses).
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What are the details of your employment?
Note: Only students who said they obtained employment or an internship could answer this question. Numbers in
parentheses indicate frequencies for responses given by more than one student (n = 63 responses in Employers
table).
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1 undergraduate field of
study/major? 75

2 career goals? 74

# Question Highly
related

Moderately
related

Slightly
related

Not at all
related

Total
Responses

29 18 13 15

30 18 12 14

How closely related is this job to your:
Notes: Only students who said they obtained employment or an internship could answer this question.  To
improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the table
below the figure.

28



4 6%

2 3%

11 15%

5 7%

5 7%

6 8%

0 0%

18 25%

6 8%

3 4%

6 8%

6 8%

2 3%

20 28%

94 100%

Answer Bar Frequency %

Career Fair

Career Services staff member

Employer website

Faculty or staff member at UCM

Internship or volunteer employer

Job announcements - CATLink or CatPAWS job
listings

Listserv / email

Networking with family / friend

Networking with classmate / UCM alum

On-campus interview

Online job board

Professional association

Social networking site (e.g. Facebook, LinkedIn)

Other (please specify)

Total

How did you learn about this job? (Please select all that apply.)
Notes: Only students who said they obtained employment or an internship could answer this question. Open-
ended Other responses are summarized on the next page.
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How did you learn about this job? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: Only students who said they obtained employment or an internship could answer this question. Open-ended
Other responses are summarized below. Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for responses given by more
than one student (n = 18 responses).
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What are the details of your graduate or professional school plans?
Notes: Only students who said they had been accepted to graduate or professional school could answer this
question.
Numbers in parentheses indicate frequencies for responses given by more than one student (n = 42 responses to
Name of School; n = 41 responses to Field of Study).
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What are the details of your graduate or professional school plans?
Note: Only students who said they had been accepted to graduate or professional school could answer this
question (n = 42 responses).
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109

219

328

Answer Frequency

Yes

No

Total

Have you made your membership contribution to join the Student Alumni Association?
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42

193

75

17

327

Answer Frequency

Very Likely

Likely

Unlikely

Very Unlikely

Total

How likely are you to make a donation to UC Merced in the future?
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40

157

106

23

326

Answer Frequency

Very Likely

Likely

Unlikely

Very Unlikely

Total

How likely are you to someday serve as an alumni volunteer to UC Merced?
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264

82

89

5

0

2

67

19

51

579

Answer Frequency

Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

Four Square

mySpace

Friendster

Google+

Other (please specify)

None - I do not actively use social media

Total

Which of the following social media networking websites are you actively using? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: To improve readability, some question text is truncated in the figure. Full question text can be found in the
table below the figure. Open-ended Other responses are summarized on the next page.
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Which of the following social media networking websites are you actively using? (Please select all that apply.)
Note: Open-ended Other responses are summarized below.
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